IDAHO:

Family Home Protected by FireSmart, a Hazardous Fuels Treatment Program

FireSmart of Kootenai
Ceounty, Idaho created
Defensible Space at the
Hayes home in October of
2005. This work was an-
chored, in regards to wild-
fire, to the horse grazed land
immmediately to the west
This provided a cost effec-
tive shaded fuel break in
which flammable brush was
cut, overly dense trees were
thinned, and the lower
branches of the remaining
trees, which act as fire lad-
ders from the ground to the
upper crowns of the trees,
were removed.  As is re-
quired by FireSmart, the
Haves famuly kept the
Defensible Space maintained
by controlling the regrowth
of the flammable fuels.

On July 24, 2006 a
human caused fire was
started on the property
west of and adjacent to
Elke Hayes at 11343 E.
Wunn Eoad, Athel, Idaho.
The Hayes live on five
acres in Kootenai County,
Idaho. The fire was very
intense and gquickly got
into  the upper tree
crowns, becanss it could
climb the ladder provided
by flammable brush and
the dense lower limbs on
the trees as seen below.



When the fire reached the FireSmart treated area, it immediately dropped from the crowns to the ground, and lost
most of 1ts intensity. The pictures below show a close up of the FireSmart treated area which stopped the fire.

Lane Wintermute of the
Timberlake Fire Deparment
stated:

“This is too cool! And, by the
way, as much as T'would like to
credit the Timberlake Fire
Department with the stop - the
first in crew did stop the fire on
the North side where it was
very close to a mobile home -
they didn't have the manpower,
however, to get to the East side
- which is the treated area. It
was the FireSmart work that

stopped it there, not us. "

The FireSmart program is very successful and has provided hazardous fuel treatment protection to 2,100 homes in
Kootenai County, Idaho. LMost of these are located in classic Wildland Urban Interface situations where zoning

laws limit most individual properties to five acres or more.

FireSmart 13 2 cellaborative program among homeswners, the Local Emergency Planning Commuittee of Kootenai
County, local fire districts, Idaho Department of Lands, BLM, USFS, Department of Commerce and other local

concemed agencies and individuals.




