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The D eadm an Com plex Fires of 2000 11 northw estN ebraska w ere an all Tn com parisn to the
B iteroot fires and even South D akota’s Jasgper fire justto the north.. H ow ever;, the com plex
w as difficult to m anage and caused m isndergtandings, m isconasptions, and stained relhtions
am ang Iocal volmteer fire deparm ents and the Forest Service.

O ne thing everyone could agree on w as that the
conditons of the Forestw ould notgetbetterby
i=elf. So, the fire comm unty and ForestService
m anagers began to m ake tEntative steps tow ard
foausing on comm on, com m unity-based goals

w ih the help of the National Fie Pln. The
Chadron C resk H azardous Fuels Proect Tvolved
TIocalvolnteer fire departm ents, the N eoraska
ForestServioe, G am e and. Parks Comm ission, and
Sate FieM arhal, asw ellas county

comm issioners, and ocal pecpk Iiving 1 the
Chadron Creck w idland -utban hterface area sunounded by national forest.

The N eoraska N ational Forestbegan the effort of coordinating a series ofw ell-attended public
field trips as partof the environm ental analysispublic ivolvem entprocess. R elbtonshios
began t© Bke a tum forthe better.

A sthe Chadron Creek proectm oved fiom planing to in plem entation n e 2002, the
Chadron NE) VolmteerFie D gpartm entalso applied fora gant through the NFP o contract
w ih a fire and natinal resource plarming fim
o compkte an area fiepln. A gesring
comm ittee com possd of VED |, State Forest
Service, and U SFS representatives w orked
cos=ly w ith the plarming fim overseveral
months to compkee thepln. A tuly

w ih twom em bers of the comm itee
receving Regional ForegerAw ards as
extermnal coopeators.

Foradditional infom ation on the N ational Fire Plan, visittwww fireplan gov




