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2001 National Energy Policy
and White House Taskforce

(requires DOI  to establish a Biomass Initiative)

National Fire Plan
(directs DOI bureaus to develop and expand 
markets for small diameter wood and woody

biomass from fuels projects)

DOI/DOE/USDA MOU
(agencies to coordinate policies to encourage 

the use of woody biomass)

Biomass R & D Act
(establishes Board to oversee Fed
Biomass R&D- approves grants, 

sets policies)

National Energy
Policy Act of 2005

(numerous Titles affecting biomass
which require implementing regulations)

President’s 
Healthy Forests Initiative
(Presidential initiative to expedite forest and 

rangeland health while protecting communities
from catastrophic wildfires)

Woody Biomass Utilization 
Group (Woody BUG)

(staff level working group from DOI, USDA, 
DOE, any other agency with interest to
coordinate biomass efforts, recommend

policies, coordinate on technical
issues, etc to promote biomass utilization; 

reports to R&D Board)

BLM Biomass Strategic Plan
(sets goals and performance measures for 

biomass  removal, establishes demonstration
sites, establishes an agency “buy biomass

program”; BLM is on the “Team”)

Healthy Forests
Restoration Act of 2003

(Title II is Biomass; implementing regulations
being written by “Team” members)

WOODY BIOMASS UTILIZATION GROUP

Biomass R&D Board
(Executive level board, staffed by a FACA
Technical Advisory Committee; oversees

the Woody Biomass Utilization Group)

10-Year
Implementation Plan

(signed by DOI, USDA
and Western Governors)

WBUT
Forest Service

Woody Biomass
Utilization Team
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The Biomass Research and 
Development Board (the 
Board), co-chaired by the 
DOE and the USDA, is 
responsible for coordinating  
research and development 
activities relating to biofuels 
and biobased products. 

http://www.biomass.govtools. 
us/about/biomassBoard.asp

The Biomass Research and 
Development Technical 
Advisory Committee (the 
Advisory Committee) is 
responsible for providing 
guidance, advice, and 
recommendations on the 
Initiative. 

http://www.biomass.govtools. 
us/about/advisoryCommittee. 
asp

Others

Biofuels Initiative
“30x30”

“20 in 10”USDA
Energy Council

COMMERCE

• Action Plan
• Interagency

Working Groups



Biomass Board 
Interagency Working Groups

Feedstock Analyses (USDADOE Led) (Report Specific)
– Availability and Economics Interagency Team
– Sustainability Interagency Team
– Green House Gases Interagency Team

Biofuels Action Plan
1. Sustainability Interagency Working Group (DOE/USDA/EPA 

Led)
2. Feedstock Production Interagency Working Group (USDA/DOE- 

OS Led)
3. Feedstock Logistics Interagency Working Group (USDA/DOE- 

OBP Led)
4. Conversion Science and Technology Interagency Working 

Group (DOE Led)
5. Distribution Infrastructure Working Group (DOT Led)
6. Blending Interagency Working Group (EPA/DOE Partnership)
7. Environment, Health & Safety Interagency Working Group (DOT 

Led)
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