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Durango, CO: A year ago, Dumngo
became home t© the 20person San Juan
Thteragency HotshotCrew , one of five such
caew s In Colorado and 92 in the U S., but
the first ever n southw est Colorado, thanks
to the National Fie Plan.

Hotshot cews ar professional w idland
fire suppression team s specifically tained,
organized, and equipped for apid regponse
to wikdfires. Hotshot crews are offen
referned to as the badkbone of the fire
resources. They hike nto fires on the most
steep and mgged ternamn and are prepared
o gend two days wihout addidonal
SIppPOIt.

I April 2003 the San Juan Hotshots w ere officially certified as a Type I crew . “Being a brand-new
crew , they really felt twas in portant to do their best and to prove them selves during their first year;”
said Crew Superintendent Shaw na Legarza.

Their certification com es w ithin a year of the crew 's form ation. The crew is considered experienced
and flexible enough to handle assignm ents I nital attack, stucture protection, and lrge bumouts. A s
a national resource, the crew may respond to natiral disasters asw ellas w idland fires. D uring the off-
season, partorall of the crew w ill assistw ith the in plem entation of hazardous fiels reduction projects
and prescribed fires, both Iocally and regionally.

T 2002, the crew worked on the M issionary R idge Fire, aswellas 12 others In five sates. "W e had
greatperform ance eview s on fires, w hich reflected how w ell the crew w as able to pull together during
the Intense fire season,” said Legarza. The San Juan Hotshots live and tran at the Engineer G uard
Staton north of Dutango, and are proud t© be the highest elevation hotshot crew 1n the Nation.
During a fire season, hotshot crew s w ork, eat, and live together. They are required o be avaibble 24
hours a day, 7 days perw esk and m ustbe avaibble w ithin tw o hours of a call.

Foradditional imform ation on the N ational Fire Plan, visitw ww fireplan gov




