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“W hatAre You W aiting For?” was the them e forW idfire Prevention and Education M onth @ pril
2003) 1n southw est Colorado. Local, sate, federal, and non-profit partners pined together to show case
how the National Fire Pln is being inplm ented. A ctivitdes and w orkshops w ere designed to make
peocpk aw are of w idfire hazards and m iigation efforts on both public and private lend.

Participants were tgken on tours to dem onstation
sites show Ing m iHgation treatm ents complketed by a
hydrom ow er;, hand thiming, and horse-drawn team s.
M esa Verde National Park shared the success of
their recent fuels-reduction w ork, w hich saved m arty
of ther empbyee’s mwsidences and historic
stuctures last sammer. A tour t© private property
that went undam aged during the Valky Fie st
summ er showed that defensible gpace does work.
Another tour took participants into an area bumed I
the M issionary R dge Fie to view new growth and
rehabilitation efforts.

The Durango Fire & Rescue Authority hosted a National Firew ise W orkshop that w as attended by
almost 100 peopke 11 m d-A pril Scholbrships were offered by the San Juan Public Lands Center to
volmteer fire departm ent personnel, em ergency service personnel, and ocal residents who could not
otherw ise have attended. Local residents attending the session expressed an nterest I tyng t©
esablish a comm uniy-driven fire education and prevention council, and held a kick-off mesting In
M ay.

Screenings of the “After the Fire” video were held In Pagosa Springs, Bayfield, D urango,
Inacio, and Corez. The educational video, Ekassd this soring, was developed t© akrt
residents © the dangers 1l facing them 1 the affermath of the M issionary Ridge and Valky
Fies st ammer. The video alo promotes the benefits of defensble gpace. Ste
Repregntative M ark Larson and State Senator Jin Isgar hoged a goecial Town Hall mesting
T Pagosa Springs t© dhow the video and @k about how t© mduce wildfire fie hazards. At
one pont st ammer, there were Iaige w idfires buming to both the east and west of Pagosa
Springs.

Folowig bst sammer's M issonary Ridge Fie, the Durengo Fie & Resue Authorty
developed an outstanding Pow erPoint presentation, complete wih music, doaum enting the fire's
history, and they have been @king their show “on the ad!” During Apdl, thelr presentation was
shown I several southw est Colorado com m unities.

The San Juan Public Lands Center FS/ABLM ) and the San Juan M ountains A ssociation team ed up and
had Fire Prevention Booths atan Ag Expo In Cortez and a Hom e Show In Pagosa Springs.M iigation

Foradditional imform ation on the N ational Fire Plan, visitw ww fireplan gov




Soecilists w ill be busy for the next couple of m onths responding © rEquests from hom eowners for
w ildfire m figation assesam ents.

A dditdonal nform ational m eetings w ere held In M ontezum a County to explain a m gopig process that
the County and O ffice of Comm unity Services have been w orking on for the pastyearto dentify areas
ofhigh w idfire risk.

The m onth’s activides w ere fimded by the San Juan Public Lands Centerand a grant that the San Juan
M ountains A ssocition eoeived fiom the National Forest Foundation. O ther partners nclude the
Colmrdo State Forest Service, Durango Fie & Rescue Authorty, local fire departm ents, O fice of
Community Services, and KSUT public 1adi, the media sponsor. Th additon t© announcing event
nformation, KSUT hosted a wesklong series of ntewiews wih midgation contactors, fie
departm entpersonnel, and others about the benefits of w ildfire hazard m ibgation.

Parmers hosting the events were encouraged by the public’s response and are plarning to host a
sin fbreventnext soring.

Form ore inform ation: A Tlen Famsw orth, M iigation Specialist, 970-385-1207
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