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Squires Fre & Fuels Treatm ent

O verview

The Squires fire began Saturday, July 13 w ith a Iightening strike on Squires Peak . The fire is

m anaged by O regon D egpartm entof Forestry (OD F) and has bumed approxin ately 2,800 acres of
public and private Jand. The fire hasbumed through am osaic of oak w oodlands, brush fields and
forested areas. Underthe N ational Fire Plan NFP), the Bureau of Land M anagem ent BLM ) had
previously m anaged som e of these areas to reduce the high fire hazard thatbuiltup overdecades of
fire exclusion. Fuelhazard reduction activites nclided m echanical and m anualbnish rem oval,
precom m excial and com m ercial thinning of trres, and prescribed buming. Iital cbservations on the
effectof these treatm ents on fire behaviorhave show n significantpositive results:

o' ire B ehavior - Fire B ehaviorw as significantly altered upon entering areas thathad been m anaged
to reduce fuels. Th trrated areas, the firr wasm ore Ikely to ram ain on the ground as the Jadder fuels
thathelp the fire clin b Into treetopsw ere no Iongeravailkble.

eSafety -Treated areas created safety zones for firefighters w ho w ere able to directly attack ground
fires. By using directattack on the edge of the fire, the potential size of the fire w as greatly reduced.
The nibalw orst-case estim ate for the Squires Fire potential w as 25,000 acres.

eSuppression E ffectiveness -OD F Firefighters w ere able to quickly stop m any spot fires in treated
areas thatm ay otherw ise have 1apidly consum ed large num bers of acres.

oF ire E ffects - O verall tree m ortality w as greatly reduced in m any treated stands. M orality w asnot
elim nated. W eather, topography, and tim e of day continue t© have a trem endous effecton fire
behaviorand can elevate fire activity in these stands. The fuel conditions in ad pcentuntreated
stands can also reduce the effectiveness of fiiels treatm ent.

N ationalF ire Plan

«C om m unidesA tR ik - Southw estem O regon has 26 designated Comm unitesatRisk. BLM has
acoom plished fuel treatm ents n oradpoent to 23 of these comm unitdes. OD F has es@blished a cost
share fuels treatm entprogram to assisted landownerin 18 com m unites to date.

] azardousFuels Treatm ents - M edford BLM received $8 6 M illion in N FP funds in 2002, w hich
w ill com plete over23,000 acres of fuel treatm ents. T addition, an aggressive com m excial thinning
program is in progress to rduce stand density n com m excial forest sands.

& FP Comm unity A ssistance G rants - Since 2001, 19 com m unites and non-profit organizations in
Southw estem O regon have received 29 grants fora toalof $4 3 m illion. OD F has received nne
grants fora to@lof $2 25 M illion.O D F hasused these finds to assistover640 ndividual

Jandow ners n creating defensible space and fire safe access around hom es and schools in 18

com m unites. This costshare program is very active In the A pplegate V alley, w ith one highlight
being a com m uniy led A pplegate Strategic Fire Plan.

@ DF & BLM -The two agenciesw ork collaboratively in planning locations and coordmate
In plem entation of fuels treatm ents to create m axin um  treatm enteffectiveness in high priority
w ildland-utban interface lands.
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